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Manipulating the fate of entire populations of sexually reproducing species can be greatly 

accelerated by so-called gene drives. In particular gene drives based on the CRISPR/Cas9 tool 

bear the potential to spread traits rapidly in natural populations and even drive populations 

towards extinction.  The aim of the session is (a) to analyze the impact of this novel method 

of advanced biotechnology in particular with respect to infectious diseases like malaria, 

agricultural usage, or the eradication of invasive species, (b) to consider the classification as 

a “late-modern technology”, (c) to introduce the assessment needs related to gene drive 

technology and present first results of a prospective technology assessment. By this the 

session will focus on technological aspects as well as on regulatory implications and 

furthermore discuss also the normative dimension of steering the evolution of live on earth.  

 

 


