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There are many ways by which citizen health information may be shared and reused. When 

patients (users) share personal health information (PHI) with healthcare professionals, online 

patient communities, or clinical trials, do they give enough consideration to what this means?   

When it comes to sharing PHI online, it is important to consider who will have access to this 

valuable, sensitive data and how it will be used in the future.  In reality, it is recognised that 

huge opportunities stem from sharing PHI online, particularly in terms of the potential to 

improve overall health outcomes by harnessing the power of ‘the crowd’. It essential that in 

realising these benefits we consider the broader implications around safeguarding the digital 

health personas of our citizens. The role of digital technology in driving forward the use of PHI 

cannot be underestimated.   

This workshop aims to explore the opportunities, challenges and ethical considerations 

regarding patient data, specifically the digitization of PHI. With two subject matter 

health/clinical data experts we look forward to a lively debate. 

 


