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This session will look into participation-focused approaches (i.e. public engagement) to inform policy-

making efforts on science, technology and innovation. As such, its main premise is that public 

engagement approaches – i.e. reaching out to citizens and experts through a range of proven 

participatory methodologies in EU-funded projects – can be successfully utilised in order to provide a 

solid knowledge base for decision-makers when designing policy solutions to issues related to science, 

technology and innovation. Thus, a peculiar perspective to technology assessment will be explored, 

which integrates broader engagement of lay publics into a typically expert-driven policy decision 

processes. Of special interest will be the discussion of opportunities to introduce engagement 

methods into the planning of solutions to societally controversial and typically long-term challenges 

(i.e. sustainability, emerging technologies, innovation, etc.).  

Objectives: 

- To discuss different participatory approaches to technology assessment and its applications 

to issues relevant to sustainability, climate change, resource efficiency, and the environment 

- To promote public engagement as an integral part of policy solutions to complex societal 

challenges 

- To share lessons learned on public engagement for policy support in R&I through EU-funded 

projects (FP7 and Horizon2020) 

 


